However, the ground coffee beans were unique. After they were exposed to the
boiling water, they changed the water and created something new.

“Which are you,” he asked his daughter. “When adversity knocks on your door,
how do you respond? Are you a potato, an egg, or a coffee bean? “By: 4
Recruitment Services, www.godsoother ways .com

I thought this would be a nice story for the New Year. We all need to
look forward to the New Year with hope and positivity. We can learn from last year,
hopefully, and know that this year can be better, brighter, and more than we could
imagine. We need to look beyond ourselves. How can we help those around us?
How can we become better than we were or better than we are. How can we pass on
love, laughter, and joy to people all around us? I remember this quote from: Maya
Angelou “I’ve learned that people will forget what you said people will forget what
you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel”. This new year let’s
try to change how we see others and how we feel about our interactions with
everyone we meet. In a small moment we have the chance to change someone’s
day, someone’s life. In the process we change who we are and how we act. So, [ am
going to ask you, as life happens around us in this NEW YEAR, as things happen to
us, like the three pots of boiling water, the only thing that truly matters is what
happens within us. Which pot of boiling water are you, the potato, the egg, or the
coffee beans?

Best wishes for the New Year.
Rev. Walter Coy
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A New Year's Blessing

mc? GOC/ make your year a happy one.
Not by shielding you from all somows and pain,

Joyful Noiz
January 2025 Newsletter

But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes;

Not by making your path easy,

But by making you sturdy to travel any path;

Not by taking hardships from you,

But by taking fear from your heart;

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,

But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;

Not by making your life always pleasant,

But by showing you when people and their causes need you most,
and by making you anxious to be there to help.

Goc/a love, peace, /w/ae and Joy fo you ﬁ@ the yea) aéeagf

- Unknown
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Zion United Church of Christ
139 North Fifth Street
Steubenville, OH 43952
Church Phone: (740) 282-1793
Church Fax: (740) 314-5452

Rew, Walter Coy, Pastor

E-mail: church.zionucc@gmail.com
Web address: www.zionuccsteubenville.com

No matter where you are on life's journey, you ate welcome here.


http://www.zionuccsteubenville.com/

WHAT’S GOING ON AT ZION?

WWW. zmnuccsteubenvnle com

God. is stdl sPeakmg

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST %

IN OUR CIRCLE OF PRAYER

Bill Bertram, Marlene Rhueff, Steve Panyi, Doug Lewis (Joyce’s Brother),
Mary Jo Lewis (Joyce’s sister-in-law), Judy Neiderhiser (John Diekmann’s
sister-in-law), Toots Ross, Jerry Palmer, Betty Sparr

> 1If you would like to be remembered in prayer or know of someone who
would appreciate being included in this list, please contact the church office.

PASTOR COY
If you would like to meet with Pastor Coy, please make an appointment with
the church office at 740-282-1793. If you would like to get a hold of Pastor
Coy directly, his cell number is 330-301-0551.

NOW LIVESTREAMING!
We're now livestreaming our church services on you tube. Check us out! Zion
UCC Steubenville https://youtube.com/@zionucc6794?si=EnSIkalECMiOmarE

followr Jesus.
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“Follow Me, and | will make you become fishers of men.”
They immediately left their nets and followed Him.
Mark 1:17-18

Pastors Pen

Once upon a time a daughter complained to her father that her life was
miserable and that she did not know how she was going to make it. She was tired of
fighting and struggling all the time. It seemed just as one problem was solved,
another one soon followed.

Her father, a chef, took her to the kitchen. He filled three pots with water and placed
each on a high fire. Once the three pots began to boil, he placed potatoes in one pot,

eggs in the second pot, and ground coffee beans in the third pot.

He then let them sit and boil, without saying a word to his daughter. The daughter,
moaned and impatiently waited, wondering what he was doing.

After twenty minutes he turned off the burners. He took the potatoes out of the pot
and placed them in a bowl. He pulled the eggs out and placed them in a bowl.

He then ladled the coffee out and placed it in a cup. Turning to her he asked.
“Daughter, what do you see?”

“Potatoes, eggs, and coffee,” she hastily replied.

“Look closer,” he said, “and touch the potatoes.” She did and noted that they were
soft. He then asked her to take an egg and break it. After pulling off the shell, she
observed the hard-boiled egg. Finally, he asked her to sip the coffee. Its rich aroma
brought a smile to her face.

“Father, what does this mean?”’ she asked.

He then explained that the potatoes, the eggs and coffee beans had each faced the
same adversity— the boiling water.

However, each one reacted differently.

The potato went in strong, hard, and unrelenting, but in boiling water, it became soft
and weak.

The egg was fragile, with the thin outer shell protecting its liquid interior until it
was put in the boiling water. Then the inside of the egg became hard.


https://youtube.com/@zionucc6794?si=EnSIkaIECMiOmarE

